
The Foundation of Our Learning: 
Early Writing 
 
Before starting the national curriculum in Year 1, pupils learn through the 
Early Years Statutory Framework. This document is structured differently to 
the national curriculum, as it is organised across seven areas of learning, 
instead of discrete subjects. The seven areas of learning are: 

• communication and language. 
• personal, social and emotional development. 
• physical development. 
• literacy. 
• mathematics. 
• understanding the world. 

 
Writing knowledge and skills are specifically found in the areas of:  

• physical development. 
• Literacy 

This foundational learning supports all pupils at Alveley, particularly those 
from disadvantaged backgrounds, in developing the knowledge and skills to 
support their writing learning as they move to Year 1. 
 
The table below outlines the most relevant statements taken from the EYFS 
statutory framework and the Development Matters (a document that 
supports the framework).  
 
 
Writing: Transcription Spelling 
Phonics and Spelling Rules 

Literacy  
(Nursery) 

• Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their 
early writing. For example: writing a pretend 
shopping list that starts at the top of the page; 
writing ‘m’ for mummy. 

Literacy  
(Reception) 

• Spell words by identifying the sounds and then 
writing the sound with the letter/s. 

• Write short sentences with words with known letter-
sound correspondences using a capital letter and a 
full stop. 

 

 
 
 
 



Writing: Transcription Handwriting 
Letter formation, placement and positioning 
 
Nursery 

Physical 
Development 

• Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and 
streamers, paint and make marks. 

• Use one-handed tools and equipment, for 
example, making snips in paper with scissors. 

• Use a comfortable grip with good control when 
holding pens and pencils. 

• Shows a preference for a dominant hand. 

Literacy  
 • Write some letters accurately. 

 
Reception 

Physical 
Development 

• Develop their small motor skills so that they can 
use a range of tools competently, safely and 
confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing 
and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks 
and spoons. 

• Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good 
posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the 
floor. 

• Develop the foundations of a handwriting style 
which is fast, accurate and efficient. 

Literacy  
 

• Form lower case and capital letters correctly. 

 


